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When U.S. 6 achieved
transcontinental status
in 1937, it was the long-
est U.S. route at 3,652
miles.
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U.S. 6 - The Grand Army
of the Republic Highway

by Richard F. Weingroff

In October 1925, the Joint Board
on Interstate Highways recom-
mended a 75,884-mile U.S. num-
bered system. One of the routes in
the proposal was U.S. 6:

From Provincetown, Massachu-
setts, to New Bedford, Fall River,
Providence, Rhode Island, Hart-
ford, Connecticut, Danbury, Brew-
ster, New York.

This routing was consistent with
the Joint Board's concept of the
numbering system. The Joint
Board assigned even numbers to
routes of prevailing east-west
traffic and odd numbers to routes
that were predominantly north-
south. The principal east-west
routes were numbered with a
multiple of 10 and ended in zero,
up to U.S. 90 in the south. Other
routes were numbered within the
grid created by the principal
routes.

Because the highways in the sys-
tem were owned by the States, the
Secretary of Agriculture submitted
the Joint Board's proposal to the
American Association of State
Highway Officials (AASHO) for
approval. During late 1925 and
throughout 1926, AASHO consid-
ered requests for changes in the
Joint Board's proposal. By the time
AASHO approved the proposal on
November 11, 1926, U.S. 6 was
one of the routes that had

changed.

The route was changed again on
June 8, 1931, when AASHO's
Executive Committee approved
State highway agency requests to
modify the route in Pennsylvania
and extend U.S. 6 to Greeley,
Colorado.

On June 21, 1937, U.S. 6 became
a transcontinental highway. Offi-
cials of AASHO extended U.S. 6 to
Long Beach, California, 3,652
miles from Provincetown on Cape
Cod in Massachusetts. The east-
ern terminus was at New Beach
Circle; the western terminus at the
intersection of the Long Beach
Freeway and Pacific Coast High-
way (U.S. 101).

When U.S. 6 achieved transconti-
nental status in 1937, it was the
longest U.S. route at 3,652 miles.
It was not, however, paved the
entire distance. When paving was
completed in 1952, the news re-
ceived national attention. On Sep-
tember 21, 1952, The New York
Times noted that paving had been
completed a week earlier in 100-
degree heat in Utah. A planned 2-
day celebration would "mark com-
pletion of thirty-three and one-half
miles of arrow-straight asphalt
pavement running from a point just
beyond Hinckley, about six miles
west of here, to Skull Rock Pass in
the Little Drum Mountains."

The ceremony was appropriately
joyous:. They staged parades, ate
barbecued beef, listened to
speeches on how the area was
scheduled for vast economic
growth. In a final burst of enthusi-
asm, they closed off four blocks of
U.S. 6 and ran a 1,500-man
square dance.

Culmination of the two-day shindig
came when Sen. Arthur V. Wat-
kins (R., Utah) and Sen. Pat
McCarran (D., Nev.) rode down
U.S. 6 in, respectively, an 1898
Columbus-Firestone and a 1902
Oldsmobile. Driving for Watkins
was Gov. J. Bracken Lee of Utah;
driving for McCarran was Gov.
Charles Russell of Nevada. The
dignitaries chugged into Delta,
disembarked, and cut a foot-wide
ribbon stretched across the road.
This symbolized the opening of
U.S. 6.

Grand Army of the Republic
Highway

Major William L. Anderson, Jr., of
the U.S. Army conceived the idea
of designating U.S. 6 the Grand
Army of the Republic Highway to
honor the Union forces during the
Civil War. Based on his recom-
mendation, the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War began
promoting the idea in April 1934.
Because the highway was owned
by the States, the organization
asked each State to act on the
proposal. The first to do so was
Massachusetts when Governor
Charles F. Hurley signed a bill on
February 12, 1937, naming the
route. Over the years, the States
gradually adopted the name. For
example, California did so in 1943
and Indiana in 1946, while Gover-
nor James Duff of Pennsylvania
named the State's segment of U.S.
6in 1948.

A formal dedication of the Grand
Army of the Republic Highway
took place on May 3, 1953, in
Long Beach. The occasion was a
gathering of the five related ser-
vice organizations, including the
Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War. The five organizations
held their own meetings, but came
together for the dedication on that
Sunday afternoon to place a
monument in front of the Municipal
Auditorium:

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUB-
LIC HIGHWAY
UsS. 6

This monument marks the western
end of a coast to coast highway
extending a distance of three
thousand six hundred fifty-two
miles through fourteen states. It
was erected by the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War in mem-
ory of the heroic services and
unselfish devotion of the Union
soldiers, sailors and marines who
laid down their lives on the altar of
sacrifice during the Civil War.
National Highway first proposed by
Major William L. Anderson, Jr.,
U.S.A. of Massachusetts. For what
they did and dared, let us remem-
ber them today.
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